[Fungal flora of the external ear canal--influence of cancer progressing].
In order to observe the influence of host immunity on fungal flora of the external ear canals, a group of 22 patients (44 ears) with stage IV head and neck cancer was investigated. The opportunistic fungi, Candida and Aspergillus, were found to have increased statistically (21.2%----43.1%, P less than 0.025). In addition, C. albicans (11.3%), not existing in the normal ear canal, was found with a tendency of increase. Although a recent report revealed that radiation and chemotherapy appear to be directly or indirectly related to fungal flora, the relevancy of host immune defect seems to be more evident in this study.